


At Avidian, we collaborate as a team 

with you and your trusted network of 

professionals to ensure that all aspects of 

your f inances are coordinated and working 

in line with your goals. Our engagement 

process is designed to help you make 

informed and conf ident decisions in 

the areas of f inancial planning, estate 

planning, tax strategies, risk management, 

and investment management.
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• Independent registered investment advisory 
f irm based in Houston, Texas

• Founded in 2003 and currently advising on 
over $3.5 billion in assets

• Held to the f iduciary standard of care, the 
highest standard in the industry 

• Full transparency with a straightforward fee 
structure 

• Open architecture for optimal client 
solutions 

• Third-party custodians and reporting for 
client assets

 ❍ Fidelity
 ❍ Charles Schwab
 ❍ Millennium Trust 

AVIDIAN
WEALTH SOLUTIONS

Our mission is to make a positive impact 
in the lives of the families we serve.

 Our professional team includes: 

• CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNERS™

• Certif ied Public Accountants

• Chartered Financial Analysts

• Investment Specialists

• MBAs

• JDs

We deliver highly personalized services 
and solutions in a consultative, fee-based 
format.



• Comprehensive f inancial planning

• Multi-generational estate and 
wealth transfer planning

• Tax and estate tax strategies

• Legacy planning and charitable 
giving strategies

• Asset management solutions 

• Investment consulting

• Portfolio review and stress testing

• Risk management strategies and 
insurance solutions

• Retirement planning and income 
strategies

• Cash flow planning

• Social security and pension 
maximization

• Family advisory services 

• Executive planning

• Structure and tax planning strategies

• Business succession planning 
strategies

• Business exit strategies 

• Buy-sell agreement review 

• Key-man plans

• Planning for key executive team

• Treasury and investment banking 
strategies

• Small business qualif ied and non-
qualif ied retirement plans

• 10b5-1 plans

• 83(b) election advice

WHAT AVIDIAN CAN DO 
FOR YOUR BUSINESS

WHAT AVIDIAN CAN DO FOR 
YOUR FAMILY



THIRD-PARTY
CUSTODIANS

WHAT IS THE FIDUCIARY STANDARD OF CARE? 

The f iduciary standard of care requires that a f inancial 

adviser act solely in the client’s best interest when 

offering personalized f inancial advice. Unfortunately, 

everyone in this industry is not held to this same 

standard.

Avidian Wealth Solutions is proudly held to the f iduciary 

standard. As f iduciaries, our team is committed to 

always acting in our clients’ best interests. This is not 

only a promise, it is also a legal responsibility. Clients 

receive honest and thorough f inancial advice aligned 

with their goals and objectives. 

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF WORKING WITH A 

FIDUCIARY ADVISOR?

• Put their clients’ best interests before their own, 

seeking the best prices and terms

• Act in good faith and provide all relevant facts to 

clients

• Must avoid conflicts of interest and disclose any 

potential conflicts of interest to clients

• Provide full transparency regarding their 

compensation

• Strive to provide accurate, thorough advice

ARE YOU
WORKING WITH A

FIDUCIARY?

FIDELITY CLEARING
& CUSTODY SOLUTIONS



OUR TEAM

Our team is comprised of highly specialized advisors that collaborate as fiduciaries 

to provide clients the highest level of financial counsel and service. We provide 

a personalized approach to planning and investment management, offering 

a family office experience to high net worth individuals. With decades of 

experience, we have developed expertise in analyzing each client’s financial 

picture through comprehensive financial planning. We partner with clients 

to ensure they clearly understand their overall wealth plan while providing 

strategic advice and ongoing analysis. 

Our advice is objective and always in the client’s best interest. We are 

compensated through a fee-based arrangement where our goals are 

aligned with those of our clients. Working alongside our clients’ 

other trusted advisors, we serve as fiduciaries to address all 

aspects of their financial lives. Our clients are supported by 

a team of CFPs, CFAs, CPAs, MBAs, and JDs located in our 

office. Through our collaborative approach, we work with 

clients to optimize their decisions and align them with 

their tax and financial plans.

MICHAEL SMITH

GAN LI CHRIS ROBERTS

President, Partner

Wealth Management Associate Associate Wealth Advisor

ANA MARIA 
GONZALEZ WOOD
JD, CFP®, CLU®, CHFC®
Wealth Advisor



LUKE PATTERSON
MBA
CEO & Chief Investment 
Officer

MICHAEL SMITH
President

KEVIN LENOX
CFA®, CFP®
Sr. Wealth Advisor

JIM ATKINSON
COO
Head of M&A
Managing Partner

HOPE EDICK
Chief Compliance Officer

RACHEL DANIELS
Director of Operations

PRESTON SNOW
CFP®
Managing Partner

ANDREI COSTAS
MBA
Portfolio Manger

ROBIN CHAN
CFA®
Trading Supervisor

NAN LU
Ph.D., CFA®, CAIA®, MBA
Sr. Portfolio Manager

STEPHEN KIRBY
JD
Financial Planner

CASEY HODGES
Operations Specialist

ANA MARIA 
GONZALEZ-WOOD
JD, CFP®, CLU®, CHFC®
Wealth Advisor
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LEADERSHIP TEAM
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CFPs
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MBAs
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INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT TEAM



Ana Maria Gonzalez-Wood, JD, CFP®, CLU®, CHFC® is a financial professional  with over 30 years 
of professional experience in accounting, law and financial services, Ana Maria brings a wealth of 
unique skills to her practice as a trusted advisor to her clients.  She advises small business owners 
and other high net worth individuals on comprehensive financial planning matters, including 
risk management, estate planning, retirement planning, and business succession matters in 
order to maximize and protect their wealth.  As a bilingual financial professional, she advises 
both domestic and foreign national clients in her practice.

Ana Maria graduated from Saint Mary’s College, Notre Dame, IN, summa cum laude, with a 
BBA in concentrations in Accounting and Finance.  She passed the CPA that same year and 
began her professional career at KPMG as tax associate in the oil and gas and financial planning 
practice group.  After obtaining the business experience required to be licensed, she left public 
accounting to return to school.  She graduated with a JD, cum laude, from the University of 
Pennsylvania Biddle School of Law.  She returned to Houston to practice as an estate planning 
attorney with Fulbright and Jaworski (the current Norton Rose Fulbright).  As an attorney she 
co-authored several speeches and articles with her mentor in the areas of business continuation 
planning, charitable planning and post mortem estate planning.

In 1994, Ana Maria left her second career as a practicing attorney to follow her entrepreneurial 
spirit and join the insurance and benefit consulting business that her mother, a pension actuary, 
had founded in 1967.   Ana Maria continued the insurance and deferred compensation planning 
practice and expanded it to include a financial planning and estate planning practice ultimately 
founding AMGWealth Planning Solutions.  In addition to her private practice, she assists other 
advisors in assessing the life insurance needs of their clients, as Regional Sales Vice President for 
Pinnacle Insurance and Financial Services, LLC.

In order to maintain the highest level of professionalism and remain current, she has continued 
to earn professional designations.  She holds the CLU® and CHFC® professional designations 
from the American College of Insurance.  She is also a CFP® practitioner.  She has also formed 
alliances with CPAs and attorneys to assist her in bringing comprehensive strategic business 
solutions to her clients.

Ana Maria has earned numerous citations and awards from insurance companies for 
outstanding sales and service.  She is a frequent guest speaker for various audiences.  She 
was a guest lecturer at the 2009 Hispana Leadership Summit, The EWomen Network 2010 
International Conference and Business Expo and the 2010 and 2011 National Hispana Leadership 
Institute Training Conference and Mujer Awards.

In addition to her professional leadership roles, Ana Maria is passionate about philanthropy and 
lends her financial and development skills to various nonprofit organizations in Houston.  She is 
a sustaining member of the Junior League and is past  President and Trustee of the Board of The 
Saint Agnes Academy Foundation.

Ana Maria resides in Houston with her husband, John and children, Carolina and William.

Licenses held:  Group I, Life and Health; General Lines; Series 6, 7, 63 and 65, Law (not practicing)

ANA MARIA 
GONZALEZ WOOD
JD, CFP®, CLU®, CHFC®
Wealth Advisor



Michael Smith is President and Partner of Avidian Wealth Solutions and has 
over 15 years of investment experience. His experience includes portfolio 
management, securities markets, debt securities, equities, options and 
alternative investments. Michael works to implement broad, multi-asset class 
investment opportunities for the firm’s clients. This process is carried out 
through a series of meetings and discussions where Michael and the Avidian 
Wealth Solutions team gain a thorough understanding of a client’s personal 
financial situation. 

The wealth management program incorporates strategies that address all 
facets of personal finance, beginning with a comprehensive portfolio review, 
and provides detailed recommendations. This program also encompasses 
cash flow, tax and estate planning, employee benefits, alternative investment 
strategies, insurance and education planning. Michael also serves as President 
of the Avidian Insurance Agency. Before co-founding Avidian Wealth Solutions 
in 2002, Mike was a vice president at Wunderlich Securities.

Mike has two children, a daughter, Sandra, and a son, Junior. Mike enjoys 
martial arts such as jujitsu, MMA and JKD. Mike is actively involved in a charity 
for rescuing dogs. He is also involved in helping orphans from Colombia find 
families and mentors.

EDUCATION

Sam Houston State University, BA in Business Management

MICHAEL

SMITH
President, Partner



After joining Avidian in 2017, Chris’s first role with the firm was to assist 
one of the firm’s advisors with his transition into Avidian. Chris then 
joined co-founder Michael Smith’s team in June 2018 as an assistant, 
where he was heavily involved with client management, financial 
planning, retention, interfacing and overall service. 

In June 2020, Chris moved into the role of Associate Advisor. He 
now works directly with Michael Smith’s and Brad Covey’s clients 
in developing financial plans, formulating client strategies, and 
providing the best client service experience possible.

Outside of work, Chris’s hobbies include cooking, playing guitar, 
sports, and taking care of his pups.

EDUCATION

Hendrix College, Bachelors in Economics

CHRISTOPHER

ROBERTS
Associate Wealth Advisor



Gan Li joined Avidian in  February 2022 as a Wealth Management 
Associate. His responsibilities include new account openings, account 
funding, cashiering, and client account maintenance for two of our 
Advisors. Prior to joining Avidian Wealth, he served as a Client Service 
Associate for a boutique Registered Investment Advisory firm. 

Li also has four years of experience in the banking sector where he 
actively built and maintained client relationships. Gan passed his 
Security Industry Essentials exam and his Series 65 exam. 

Gan enjoys reading books, traveling to different parts of the world 
with his fiancee. He also enjoys meditation to help with focus and 
practicing mental wellness.

EDUCATION

West Texas A&M, BBA in Accounting

University of Houston - Clear Lake, Masters in Finance

GAN

LI
Wealth Management Associate



IMPORTANT DISCLOSURE INFORMATION

Past performance may not be indicative of future results.  Different types of investments involve varying degrees of risk.  Therefore, it 

should not be assumed that future performance of any specific investment or investment strategy (including the investments and/or 

investment strategies recommended and/or undertaken by Avidian Wealth Solutions, LLC (“Avidian”), or any non-investment related 

services will be profitable, equal any  historical performance level(s), be suitable for your portfolio or individual situation, or prove 

successful.  Avidian is neither a law firm nor an accounting firm, and no portion of its services should be construed as legal or accounting 

advice. Moreover, you should not assume that any discussion or information in this document serves as the receipt of, or as a substitute 

for, personalized investment advice from Avidian.  Please remember that it remains your responsibility to advise Avidian, in writing, if 

there are any changes in your personal/financial situation or investment objectives for the purpose of reviewing/evaluating/revising our 

previous recommendations and/or services, or  if you would like to impose, add, or to modify any reasonable restrictions to our investment 

advisory services. A copy of our current written disclosure brochure discussing our advisory services and fees is available upon request. 

The scope of the services to be provided depends upon the needs of the client and the terms of the engagement.

Please Note: Neither rankings and/or recognition by unaffiliated rating services, publications, or other organizations, nor the achievement 

of any designation or certification, should be construed by a client or prospective client as a guarantee that he/she will experience a 

certain level of results if Avidian is engaged, or continues to be engaged, to provide investment advisory services. Rankings published by 

magazines, and others, generally base their selections exclusively on information prepared and/or submitted by the recognized adviser. 

Rankings are generally limited to participating advisers. No ranking or recognition should be construed as a current or past endorsement 

of Avidian by any of its clients.  ANY QUESTIONS: Avidian’s Chief Compliance Officer remains available to address any questions regarding 

rankings and/or recognitions, including providing the criteria used for any reflected ranking. 

CITYCENTRE ONE   |   800 TOWN & COUNTRY BOULEVARD, SUITE 220   |   HOUSTON, TX 77024
281.822.8800   |   INFO@AVIDIANWEALTH.COM


